
	
	

	

	

The	Polymath’s	Quest	Educational	Model	
	
	 	

“One	slipup	makes	a	kid	feel	like	the	smallest	person	in	the	world.	You	are	
looked	at	as	a	loser	if	you	don't	go	to	college	or	if	you	get	a	certain	GPA	or	test	
score.	.	.	so	much	pressure	is	placed	on	the	students	to	do	well	that	I	couldn’t	do	
it	anymore.”	
	

The	quote	above	was	the	final	message	of	a	sixteen-year-old	high	school	student	who	

committed	suicide	earlier	this	year.1	His	message	was	clear.	The	demands	of	school	were	

greater	than	he	was	capable	of	meeting,	so	he	ended	his	life.	This	student	was	not	alone.	Across	

the	United	States	the	number	of	students	who	seriously	contemplate	ending	their	own	lives	has	

risen	to	nearly	20%.2	Students	report	school	stress,	mounting	pressure	to	get	better	grades,	and	

bullying	among	other	reasons	for	feeling	such	despair.	In	addition	to	teen	suicides,	school	

shootings	are	on	the	rise.3	Teen	suicides,	school	shootings,	poor	nutrition	in	meals	provided	by	

schools,	and	arbitrary	tests	are	just	the	beginning	of	a	long	list	of	problems	stemming	from	our	

traditional	educational	model.	It’s	time	for	a	change.	It’s	time	for	students	to	become	the	

center	of	our	focus.	

The	Polymath’s	Quest	educational	model	(PQM)	is	a	response	to	massive	global	shifts	

resulting	in	stories	like	the	one	you’ve	just	read.	The	model	includes	five	innovations	in	

education.	PQM	focuses	on	the	student	with	an	emphasis	on	empowerment,	inspiration,	and	

enlightenment.	Our	students	learn	in	a	holistic	environment	that	includes	guideword	and	

																																																								
1	(Jaschick,	2018)	
2	(Child	Trends	Databank,	2016)	
3	(Katsiyannis,	Whitford,	&	Ennis,	2018)	
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crystal	journals,	aromatherapy,	herbal	teas,	yoga,	and	meditation.	Students	in	PQM	schools	are	

taught	with	a	unique	learning	approach,	in	a	unique	environment	because	they	are	unique.	

Additionally,	our	schools	are	not	grades-based.	Rather,	we	use	narrative	based	assessment	with	

rigorous	rubrics,	guiding	students	toward	learning	goals.	These	five	core	components	to	PQM	

are	designed	specifically	in	response	to	the	growing	concerns	facing	students	today.	This	white	

paper	begins	with	the	historical	context	for	the	traditional	educational	model.	It	then	delves	

more	deeply	into	the	five	aforementioned	innovations	of	PQM.		

As	the	world	changes,	our	educational	process	should	evolve	as	well.	It	is	our	

responsibility	as	educators	to	serve	our	students	and	our	society	by	responding	to	global	and	

local	changes	and	remaining	nimble	in	our	schools.	PQM	creates	an	environment	for	students	

that	allows	them	to	thrive,	regardless	of	location,	age,	or	background.	Our	educational	

philosophy	combines	proven	holistic	practices	and	contemporary	practices	to	put	focus	on	the	

student	as	the	heartbeat	of	each	school.	Throughout	history,	our	education	system	has	evolved	

based	on	new	technologies,	shifts	in	global	forces,	and	our	understanding	of	learning	through	

scientific	inquiry	and	observation.	That	evolution,	however,	stagnated	following	the	industrial	

revolution	over	a	century	ago.4	

Prior	to	the	industrial	revolution	in	America,	education	had	been	in	a	continuous	state	

of	reform.5	Educators,	parents,	and	politicians	interested	in	maximizing	the	utility	of	education	

have	tried	various	means	of	improving	education	pursuing	the	greatest	impact	on	society.	In	

modern	times,	this	has	largely	been	the	function	of	state	and	local	government.6	Early	

																																																								
4	(Karier,	Violas,	&	Spring,	1973)	
5	(Hornung,	Becker,	&	Woessmann,	2011)	
6	(Karier,	Violas,	&	Spring,	1973)	
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education	reform,	however,	had	its	first	watershed	moment	following	the	American	revolution,	

when	Thomas	Jefferson	began	to	advocate	for	a	state	funded	education	system	charged	with	

providing	high	quality	education	that	exceeded	basic	skills7.	Despite	his	best	efforts,	it	would	

take	many	years	for	compulsory	education	to	become	prevalent	in	the	United	States.	Western	

expansion	resulted	in	a	series	of	one-room	schoolhouses,	while	the	industrial	revolution	was	

simultaneously	and	increasingly	drawing	rural	dwellers	to	urban	settings.	According	to	the	US	

Census,	for	the	first	time,	by	the	1920’s	more	Americans	were	living	in	an	urban	setting	than	

rural.	This	shift	in	demographics	resulted	in	an	education	system	that	was	compulsory	with	

longer	school	days	and	with	students	remaining	in	school	until	a	later	age8.		

	 As	the	industrial	revolution	took	hold,	educational	policy-makers	doubled	down	on	

scrutiny	of	the	education	system	in	the	hopes	of	finding	a	more	streamlined	process.	Early	

theorists	in	worker	productivity	provided	templates	by	which	some	envisioned	a	more	effective	

educational	setting;	one	such	theorist	was	Frederick	Taylor.	Taylor’s	Scientific	Management	

Theory	relied	heavily	on	the	notion	that	workers	are	replaceable	and	that	worker	output	can	be	

increased9.	This	theory,	while	not	intended	for	educational	purposes,	was	co-opted	by	policy-

makers,	ultimately	resulting	in	the	system	still	in	place	today.		

	 This	movement	was	not	without	opposition.	While	Taylor’s	Scientific	Management	

Theory	was	being	applied	to	education,	early	educational	progressives	such	as	John	Dewey,	

considered	to	be	the	father	of	experiential	learning,	were	advocating	for	a	more	holistic	

																																																								
7	(J.,	Comer,	&	Gates,	2004)	
8	(Karier,	Violas,	&	Spring,	1973)	
9	(Taylor,	1911)	
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approach	to	education10.	The	progressive	education	movement	included	two	critical	

components;	respect	for	diversity	and	the	“development	of	critical,	socially	engaged	

intelligence.”11		Philanthropists	saw	progressive	education	as	a	means	of	relieving	national	

problems	such	as	poverty	and	ineffective	government12.	Unfortunately,	hallmark	events	of	the	

20th	century	such	as	World	War	I,	World	War	II,	and	the	Cold	War	reinforced	the	industrial	

revolution	inspired	educational	philosophy,	leaving	holistic	and	experiential	education	in	its	

dust.	Today,	we	see	an	education	system	in	America	that	relies	heavily	on	standardized	tests,	

grades–based	student	assessment,	and	education	focused	on	standardized	curricula,	rather	

than	a	holistic	education	that	is	individualized,	experiential,	and	student-driven.	Similarly,	

educational	systems	around	the	world	have	landed	squarely	in	the	realm	of	rote	education,	

leaning	heavily	on	standardized	tests	and	grades-based	assessment	while	simultaneously	

disregarding	the	student’s	need	for	a	holistic	process.		

	 This	paradigm,	however,	is	not	the	only	way.	In	fact,	many	are	beginning	to	question	the	

current	system	of	education	and	its	value	to	the	student	and	society	at	large13.	With	massive	

shifts	in	access	to	information	and	a	changing	economy,	public	and	private	schools	alike	are	

faced	with	a	reckoning.	Students	scoring	high	on	standardized	tests,	in	today’s	world,	are	less	

likely	to	demonstrate	proficiencies	that	are	adequate	for	college	admission	and	workplace	

readiness14.	To	date,	Polymath’s	Quest	has	identified	over	one	hundred	post-secondary	

institutions	that	have,	in	one	form	or	another,	publicly	questioned	the	value	of	grades-based	

																																																								
10	(Dewey,	1938)	
11	(Gaiqui,	2002)	
12	(Karier,	Violas,	&	Spring,	1973)	
13	(Spencer-Keyse,	Warren,	&	Galloway,	2018)	
14	(Harris,	Harris,	&	Smith,	2011)	
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and	traditional	transcripts15.	Employers	and	colleges	are	no	longer	in	need	of	good	test	takers,	

they	are	in	need	of	polymaths!	

	 Our	insistence	on	maintaining	the	status	quo	in	education	is	directly	linked	to	ailments	

listed	earlier	in	this	paper;	school	shootings,	student	anxiety,	bullying,	and	suicide.	Teachers	

inherently	know	that	standardized	tests	are	not	good	indicators	of	success.16	College	

admissions	officers	know	this	as	well.	Yet,	we	continue	to	encourage	standardized	tests	with	

grades-based	assessment	and	fail	to	see	the	learner	as	a	whole	child.	We	force	our	students	

into	an	environment	that	stifles	creativity17.	Students	are	forced	to	conformity	in	a	system	that	

was	developed	over	one	hundred	years	ago	based	on	technology	that	has	long	been	antiquated	

and	an	economy	that	would	not	be	recognizable	in	today’s	world.	It	is	time	to	change	the	

educational	paradigm,	allowing	students	to	learn	with	intent	and	passion.	We	are	creating	life	

long	learners.	We	are	educating	polymaths.		

	 According	to	Merriam-Webster	dictionary,	a	polymath	is	a	person	with	encyclopedic	

learning18.	A	polymath	is	someone	with	an	ever-increasing	thirst	for	knowledge.	They	not	only	

hone	their	individual	craft;	they	also	seek	out	understanding	on	varying	subjects	to	satiate	their	

unending	hunger	for	knowledge.	A	polymath	is	never	satisfied	with	what	they	know.	The	

polymath’s	quest	for	knowledge	is	lifelong	and	not	defined	by	a	single	discipline	or	stage	of	life.		

The	remainder	of	this	white	paper	is	intended	to	give	you	a	detailed	understanding	of	

PQM.	This	model	challenges	the	world’s	view	of	education	in	dramatic	fashion.	It	is	a	shift	in	

																																																								
15	(Polymath's	Quest)	
16	(Spencer-Keyse,	Warren,	&	Galloway,	2018)	
17	(Robinson	&	Aronica,	2015)	
18	(Merriam-Webster)	
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paradigm	for	educators,	students,	and	parents	with	the	sole	intention	of	presenting	humanity	

with	an	effective	means	of	education	that	challenges	the	current	educational	model	that	is	

most	prevalent,	and	puts	the	student	at	the	center	of	education.			

	 Our	model	consists	of	five	primary	focus	points:	the	student,	holistic	learning,	a	unique	

learning	approach,	a	unique	learning	environment,	and	assessment.	By	bringing	these	five	core	

focus	areas	together,	PQM	introduces	a	distinctive	philosophy	on	education	that	allows	

students	to	thrive.	Consequently,	at	PQM	schools,	students	are	encouraged	to	express	their	

own	unique	genius.	

Student	
	

PQM	empowers,	inspires,	and	enlightens	students.	Students	at	PQM	schools	are	

empowered	to	captain	their	own	quest	for	learning.	In	traditional	school	settings,	students	are	

expected	to	learn	in	lockstep	with	their	peers	in	subjects	that	are	prescribed	based	on	age,	

rather	than	abilities	and	interest,	which	leaves	the	teacher	forced	to	teach	to	the	middle.19	

Unfortunately,	this	leaves	many	students	without	the	ability	to	seek	out	information	in	a	

manner	that	works	for	them,	nor	does	it	empower	them	to	learn	across	disciplines.	This	model	

recognizes	the	power	of	students	expressing	their	unique	genius	in	subjects	that	speak	to	them	

on	a	deeper	level.	Additionally,	a	wide	range	of	academic	subjects	are	made	available,	allowing	

students	to	explore	various	disciplines	ranging	from	art	to	science.	This	empowers	students	to	

explore	multiple	subjects	and	hone	the	ability	to	learn	new	things	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.		

																																																								
19	(Yee,	2013)	
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In	addition	to	empowering	students,	we	inspire	them	to	learn.	At	PQM	schools,	students	

channel	their	unique	genius	in	a	participatory	environment	through	individual	and	group	

learning	settings.	In	doing	so,	students	are	able	to	channel	their	own	unique	genius	in	both	

individual	and	group	learning	settings.	Students	thrive	differently	depending	on	where	they	are	

in	their	own	learning	journey,	building	on	previously	gained	knowledge	and	concepts.20	Student	

inspiration	and	motivation	derives	from	many	sources.21	At	PQM	schools,	teachers	seek	out	

individual	motivators	and	foster	early	student	inspiration.	Consequently,	students	are	able	to	

recognize	the	value	of	following	passions	and	develop	habits	of	success	that	are	necessary	for	

becoming	lifelong	learners	and	polymaths.		

Lastly,	the	PQM	curriculum	is	rooted	in	the	Humanities	and	offers	students	a	breadth	of	

knowledge	and	experience	across	a	variety	of	academic	disciplines.	By	rooting	our	curriculum	in	

the	Humanities,	we	give	students	an	opportunity	to	study	how	people	process	the	human	

experience.	The	human	experience	has	an	abundance	of	inspiring	stories	that	span	a	range	of	

subjects,	allowing	students	the	opportunity	to	be	selective	about	their	individual	learning	

journey.			

Enlightenment	is	at	the	heart	of	studying	a	humanities	based	curriculum,	which	allows	

students	to	cultivate	individualism	and	reason.	Additionally,	students	are	able	to	transcend	rote	

memorization	and	compartmentalized	subjects.	PQM	students	gain	critical	thinking	skills	and	a	

powerful	ability	to	fully	understand	and	process	information	as	part	of	a	larger	body	of	

knowledge.		

																																																								
20	(Yale	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning,	2018)	
21	(The	Michigan	Student	Inspiration	Project,	2018)	
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Empowerment,	inspiration,	and	enlightenment	are	critical	to	the	student	experience,	

resulting	in	polymaths	on	a	lifelong	journey	of	learning	and	exploration.	Students	are	at	the	

center	of	our	philosophy,	informing	all	other	aspects	of	the	PQM.	In	our	student	centered	

learning	environment,	depth	of	learning	is	emphasized	and	students	are	encouraged	to	dive	

into	subjects	that	resonates	with	them.		

Holistic	
	

“Throughout	the	200-year	history	of	public	schooling,	a	widely	scattered	group	of	critics	

have	pointed	out	that	the	education	of	young	human	beings	should	involve	much	more	than	

simply	molding	them	into	future	workers	or	citizens.	The	Swiss	humanitarian	Johann	

Pestalozzi,	the	American	Transcendentalists,	Thoreau,	Emerson	and	Alcott,	the	founders	

of	“progressive”	education	–	Francis	Parker	and	John	Dewey	—	and	pioneers	such	as	Maria	

Montessori	and	Rudolf	Steiner,	among	others,	all	insisted	that	education	should	be	understood	

as	the	art	of	cultivating	the	moral,	emotional,	physical,	psychological	and	spiritual	dimensions	

of	the	developing	child.”22	

	Learning	at	PQM	schools	is	a	holistic	experience.	Our	curriculum	embraces	growth	in	mind	

and	body,	as	well	as	promoting	humanity	among	our	students.	Traditional	educational	settings		

increasingly	de-emphasize	the	value	of	holistic	learning	as	they	solely	focus	on	academic	

growth.		

PQM	engages	with	students	at	all	stages	of	learning.	Students	are	encouraged	to	follow	

their	curiosities	and	individual	genius.	The	traditional	educational	setting	assumes	that	all	

																																																								
22	(Miller,	2000)	
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students	can	and	do	learn	on	the	same	linear	trajectory.	Consequently,	standardized	tests	are	

administered	based	on	grade	level,	not	on	individual	learning	stages.	It	is	inherently	understood	

that	individuals	learn	differently	based	on	setting,	subject	matter,	and	individual	learning	

traits.23	This	is	in	direct	contradiction	to	the	very	premise	of	standardized	tests,	which	will	be	

addressed	later	in	this	white	paper.	At	PQM	schools,	teachers	guide	students	to	learn	at	their	

own	pace,	which	empowers	them	to	approach	learning	as	an	individual,	not	just	in	pursuit	of	a	

high	grade.		

Learning	is	not	only	a	function	of	the	mind,	it	must	also	include	proper	care	of	the	body.24	

Our	model	includes	multiple	modalities	to	nurture	the	body	and	mind.	Students	play	outside,	

practice	yoga,	meditate,	drink	herbal	teas,	enjoy	aromatherapy,	work	with	crystals,	gain	social-

emotional	skills	through	the	use	of	high-vibrational	words.	PQM	also	includes	nutritious	eating	

and	exercise	as	a	part	of	the	growth	process	among	students,	eating	healthy	foods	that	are	

beyond	organic	to	maximize	mental	focus	and	acuity.	Eating	properly	helps	students	maintain	

mental	function	throughout	the	day,	but	they	also	require	physical	activity	to	maintain	focus.25	

This	combination	of	healthy	eating	and	physical	care	keeps	students	alert	and	mentally	strong	

throughout	the	day.		

We	believe	that	the	school	environment	should	support	all	students,	regardless	of	learning	

style,	background,	or	personality	type.	Part	and	parcel	of	a	holistic	education	is	teaching	

children	how	to	help	their	fellow	humans.	This	includes	treating	others	with	dignity	and	care.	In	

order	to	achieve	this	type	of	environment,	PQM	schools	diligently	incorporate	compassion	as	a	

																																																								
23	(Yale	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning,	2018)	
24	(Westervelt,	2015)	
25	(Centers	for	Disease	Conrol	and	Prevention,	2018)	
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desirable	personality	trait.	The	humane	treatment	of	others	as	a	personal	characteristic	creates	

an	overall	environment	that	is	free	of	bullying,	judgment,	and	harassment	among	students.	

Mindfulness	is	practiced	throughout	the	day	through	the	use	of	Guideword	Journals.	These	

journals	introduce	students	to	buoyant,	positive	words	that	can	be	reflected	upon	in	order	to	

internalize	their	positivity	and	impact	on	those	around	them.	The	result	is	an	environment	

where	students	are	able	to	center	their	attention	on	mental	and	physical	growth,	rather	than	

focus	on	shielding	themselves	from	ill	treatment.			

Learning	Approach	
	
	 The	PQM	learning	approach	is	predicated	on	the	belief	that	learning	is	an	inherent	

process	that	takes	place	throughout	life.	It	is	apparent	that	few	human	learning	experiences	

take	place	in	structured	and	linear	environments.	Learning	experiences	are	kinesthetic,	

experiential,	situational,	and	multi-faceted.	In	order	to	best	process	these	learning	experiences,	

it	is	important	that	students	are	taught	how	to	think,	not	what	to	think.	For	this	reason,	the	

learning	experience	at	our	schools	is	comprised	of	four	key	characteristics.	First,	learning	is	

experiential.	All	of	our	classes	and	lessons	are	based	on	doing,	rather	than	lecturing.	Second,	

our	students	enjoy	kinesthetic	lessons.	Our	classes	use	hands-on	learning	experiences	that	

challenge	students	to	actively	participate	in	the	learning	process.	John	Dewey	was	an	early	

advocate	for	incorporating	experiential	learning	into	the	educational	setting26.	He	believed	that	

by	using	hand-on	lessons,	students	would	be	able	to	make	better	sense	of	what	they	are	doing	

and	process	the	information	in	a	meaningful	and	lasting	manner.	Recent	literature	has	echoed	

																																																								
26	(Dewey,	1938)	
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Dewey’s	assertion.	“In	general,	experiential	learning	enhances	conceptual	understanding,	

increases	student	ability	to	apply	abstract	concepts,	and	involves	greater	opportunities	for	

general	learning	(e.g.,	communication,	cooperation	and	teamwork,	leadership	skills)	than	

traditional	lectures,	readings,	and	examinations”27.	PQM	embraces	experiential	learning	as	a	

tried	and	true	learning	process	allowing	students	the	best	possible	opportunity	to	learn	and	

retain	information.			

	 A	natural	component	to	experiential	classrooms	is	kinesthetic	learning.	Dunn	&	Dunn	

define	“kinesthetic	learners	as	students	who	require	whole-body	movement	to	process	new	

and	difficult	information.”28	At	PQM	schools,	all	students	are	considered	kinesthetic	learners.	

Lessons	embrace	whole-body	movement	to	engage	students	in	the	learning	process	and	assist	

in	information	retention.	Our	classes	are	engaging	and	inclusive	of	all	students,	giving	everyone	

an	opportunity	to	learn	in	a	fun	and	natural	fashion.		

Third,	in	order	to	best	make	sense	of	the	world	around	us,	our	approach	is	place-based.	

In	the	introduction	to	David	Sobel’s	“Place-Based	Education:	Connecting	Classrooms	and	

Communities,”	Lane-Zucker	states,	“The	path	to	a	sustainable	existence	must	start	with	a	

fundamental	reimagining	of	the	ethical,	economic,	political	and	spiritual	foundations	upon	

which	society	is	based,	and	that	this	process	needs	to	occur	within	the	context	of	a	deep	local	

knowledge	of	place.	The	solutions	to	many	of	our	ecological	problems	lie	in	an	approach	that	

celebrates,	empowers	and	nurtures	the	cultural,	artistic,	historical	and	spiritual	resources	of	

each	local	community	and	region,	and	champions	their	ability	to	bring	those	resources	to	bear	

																																																								
27	(Crabtree,	2008)	
28	(Dunn	&	Dunn,	1993)	
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on	the	healing	of	nature	and	community.”29	Every	school	and	student	has	a	story	to	tell,	and	

part	of	that	story	is	location.	By	incorporating	place-based	education,	schools	can	truly	

personalize	student	learning,	which	gives	students	a	better	understanding	of	their	immediate	

environment	and	the	world	around	them.	As	the	adage	says,	if	you	don’t	know	where	you’re	at,	

you	don’t	know	where	you’re	going.		

Finally,	PQM	schools	utilize	interdisciplinary	lessons	as	our	classes	include	a	humanities	

based	process	to	draw	upon	a	variety	of	disciplines	for	each	lesson.	Our	interdisciplinary	

approach	allows	students	to	see	how	individual	subjects	are	enriched	by	other	subjects.	

Students	are	enabled	to	transcend	disciplinary	boundaries,	deepening	the	learning	process.	For	

example,	when	our	students	study	a	specific	group	of	people	or	culture,	supplemental	courses	

such	as	art	and	cooking	utilize	methods	used	by	that	group	of	people	and	cultural	background.	

This	adds	context	to	all	subjects,	which	only	enhances	the	learning	process.			

Teaching	Environment	
	

The	teaching	environment	utilized	at	our	schools	is	a	critical	component	to	how	our	

students	thrive.	Students	enjoy	an	environment	that	is	supportive	and	realistic	working	with	the	

individual	needs	of	the	student.	The	learning	environment	must	be	reflective	of	how	students	

learn	best.30	Therefore,	at	our	schools	we	have	structured	an	environment	that	allows	students	

to	learn	from	their	peers,	personalize	their	learning	journey,	and	visualize	a	future	learning	

path.		

																																																								
29	(Sobel,	2005)	
30	(Dack	&	Tomlinson,	2014)	
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Our	teaching	environment	begins	with	peer-to-peer	learning.	PQM	classrooms	encourage	

students	to	work	with	each	other	to	build	on	existing	strengths	and	to	develop	new	strengths	

through	regular	interchange	of	thought	and	experience.	Peer-to-peer	classrooms	are	critical	in	

fostering	a	learning	environment	in	which	students	feel	comfortable	voicing	opinion,	raising	

questions,	and	thinking	critically	(in	a	constructive	manner)	about	the	thoughts	and	actions	of	

others.31		Our	peer-to-peer	classrooms	are	further	enhanced	by	a	mixed	age	learning	

environment.		

PQM	schools	do	not	age	band;	our	schools	mix	ages	as	a	means	of	encouraging	

collaboration	and	learning	opportunities.	By	mixing	ages	in	each	classroom,	students	are	able	to	

observe	positive	learning	behavior	as	well	as	a	multitude	of	different	learning	styles.32	This	

offers	an	opportunity	to	shape	their	own	actions	and	learning	style	from	an	informed	vantage	

and	enables	them	to	further	refine	their	own	learning	styles	through	positive	demonstration.	

The	synergy	created	by	mixing	ages	results	in	a	learning	environment	that	is	creative	and	

conducive	of	mentorship.	Both	peer-to-peer	and	mixed	age	classrooms	are	built	on	the	creation	

of	individualized	learning	processes	for	each	student.		

Students	at	PQM	schools	enjoy	an	educational	process	that	is	tailored	to	their	unique	

genius.	Teachers	support	students	in	areas	of	weakness,	and	encourage	areas	of	strength	and	

interest.	Personalized,	or	individualized,	learning	is	meant	to	teach	each	student	in	the	best	

possible	manner.	This	defies	the	notion	that	all	students	learn	at	the	same	level	based	on	age	or	

grade.	The	industrial	revolution	model	of	learning	described	earlier	in	this	white	paper	is	in	

																																																								
31	(Sackstein,	2017)	
32	(Yee,	2013)	



	

	

14	

direct	contradiction	to	personalized	learning.	In	traditional	educational	settings	born	of	the	

industrial	revolution,	student	learning	is	seen	as	synonymous	with	productivity.	The	learner	is	

expected	to	learn	along	the	same	path,	with	the	exact	same	information,	as	their	entire	cohort.	

If	this	does	not	happen	they	are	seen	as	deficient	in	the	task	at	hand.	By	personalizing	learning,	

students	are	able	to	spend	more	time	on	subjects	of	difficulty	and		deeply	explore	subjects	of	

fascination	and	interest	as	a	means	of	identifying	their	unique	genius	and	building	on	that	

genius.33	All	of	the	aforementioned	components	of	the	learning	environment	create	an	

atmosphere	that	is	collaborative,	allowing	students	to	build	on	the	strengths	of	each	other	to	

further	establish	their	own	learning	styles	and	gain	deeper	understanding	of	subject	matter.		

Finally,	our	learning	environment	utilizes	visual	maps	that	guide	students	through	the	

educational	process.	Our	maps	are	rooted	in	the	humanities,	easy	to	follow,	and	fun!	Each	year,	

students	are	given	fantastical	maps	that	represent	that	year’s	curriculum.	Schools	are	then	

broken	down	into	“map	rooms.”	This	allows	students	to	further	personalize	their	learning	

process	by	utilizing	map	rooms	based	on	each	room’s	specific	content.	Map	rooms	encourage	

collaboration	among	students	as	they	are	guided	through	the	curriculum.	For	students	new	to	

PQM	schools,	a	knowledge	questionnaire	will	be	used	to	place	students	in	the	appropriate	map	

room.		

Assessment	
	

PQM	rejects	the	notion	that	standardized	grading	effectively	illustrates	the	extent	of	

student	learning.	Grading	is	an	antiquated,	yet	widely	used	form	of	ranking	students.	At	

																																																								
33	(Personalized	Learning:	A	Working	Definition,	2014)	
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Polymath’s	Quest,	we	believe	in	measuring	student	success	through	the	use	of	Narrative	Based	

Assessment.	Narrative	Based	Assessment	provides	feedback	to	students	and	parents	that	is	

meaningful	and	authentic.	In	addition	to	teacher	feedback,	students	provide	written	self-

reflection	on	each	subject	in	order	to	better	understand	how	they’ve	processed	and	absorbed	

information	throughout	each	trimester	and	academic	year.	We	use	Narrative	Based	Assessment	

in	lieu	of	tests.	The	traditional	education	model	uses	testing	as	a	means	of	measuring	student	

understanding	of	a	particular	body	of	knowledge.	The	idea	that	one’s	ability	to	answer	a	series	

of	arbitrarily	chosen	questions	at	a	stagnant	moment	of	time	as	indicative	of	mastery	over	an	

entire	body	of	knowledge	is	unrealistic	and	irrational.	In	fact,	according	to	a	recently	released	

research	report	by	HundrED,	“all	stakeholders	commented	on	the	negative	effects	of	current	

assessment”.34	The	PQM	Narrative	Based	Assessment	model	is	a	rigorous	process	that	includes	

a	rubric	for	each	subject.	Teachers	and	students	use	the	rubric	to	assess	growth	in	each	

discipline	and	in	key	academic	areas.	This	process	takes	place	in	a	positive	and	supportive	

manner,	ensuring	that	students	receive	encouragement,	rather	than	judgment.			

Conclusion	
	
	 Riverstone	School	is	a	small	PQM	school	in	western	Montana.	Just	this	year,	a	

Riverstone	parent	reported	that	his	child	was	sick	and	would	not	be	able	to	attend	school	for	

the	day.	When	told	he	would	be	staying	home,	the	child	responded	“what	about	school	

tomorrow?”	His	father	replied	that	if	he	wasn’t	feeling	well	he	would	not	be	going	to	school	the	

next	day	either,	to	which	his	son	exclaimed	“but	I	WANT	to	go	to	school!”	These	types	of	stories	

																																																								
34	(Spencer-Keyse,	Warren,	&	Galloway,	2018)	
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are	frequent	at	Riverstone.	PQM	offers	the	world	hope	for	the	future	of	education.	Our	children	

are	asking	for	hope.	It	is	a	response	to	a	litany	of	issues	facing	our	children	today	such	as	

staggering	suicide	rates,	pervasive	bullying,	and	debilitating	mental	health.	Students	are	not	

only	hoping	for	a	better	future,	they	are	pleading	for	an	education	system	that	responds	to	

their	needs	and	provides	a	place	of	learning	where	they	can	be	inspired	and	safe	at	the	same	

time!	PQM	is	a	quantumly	shifting	solution,	not	an	institution.	The	Polymath’s	Quest	Model	is	

an	answer	to	our	children’s	pleas.	
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